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MEETINGS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED DUE TO THE 
CORONA VIRUS.  YOU WILL HEAR FROM OUR 
LEADERS IN APRIL PROJECTING WHEN THE 
NEXT MEETING WILL BE SCHEDULED.   

The Northern Arizona Watercolor Society meets 
9 to noon at the Methodist Church, 110 Indian Cliffs 
Road in Sedona, AZ. Usually the 4th Friday of the 
month - for specific dates go our website: 
https://www.naws-az.org/ 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear Members, 
  It's a good thing I 
procrastinated this 
president's letter until 
today. So much has 
changed since I wrote my 
first draft a couple days ago. 
Our meeting is canceled for 
March and April’s is 
pending. Darn, we had such 

a good program lined up. Fortunately the newsletter 
will keep us all connected. 
  I thought this year’s NAWS Exhibition was our 
strongest ever - we are punching above our weight. 
Between the rain, road construction and current 
fears, the reception had less attendance than last 
year’s, but those present were treated to the best 
food ever. Juror, Barbara Nechis was very generous 
with her remarks and time. 
  We do have volunteers for all the vacant Board 
positions for next year. I'm very excited to see many 
new faces. This old face is volunteering again, it 
seems no one wanted the president's job despite 
Lisa and my best sales efforts. If you'll have me for 

one last year, I promise not to cause any trouble and 
work with an eager new team to keep things rolling. 
  The idea of a watercolor retreat in Santa Fe, 
received 100% support in a survey in February. Both 
the Tucson and Phoenix societies are excited about 
the idea too, for 2021 or maybe 2022. Tucson 
volunteered to make the arrangements. Stay tuned. 
  The prospect of a few Saturday workshops is 
looking good for us next year. This is a way to reach 
out to the greater community and our members who 
may not be able to devote weekdays to learn 
painting. 
  I'd like to express my deep appreciation for our 
"retiring" Board members who got things done with 
their impressive management skills and friendship. 
They are: Sue Johnson in Membership, Meg 
Beauchamp in Workshops, Marti McNamee in 
Workshops, Marie Rolf as Secretary, Pat Dunham in 
Programs, Mary Ann Undrill in Exhibitions, Jane 
Brothers in Exhibitions, Lisa Aragona-King in 
Nominations and Linda Sherman in Ways & Means 
(we never did figure out what that is but she came to 
most Board meetings and suffered the emails.) 
Continuing on, is our resilient Treasurer, Linda Slater. 
Yay! 
   Let's think about a "What I painted during 
Quarantine" show & tell in September! Stay safe and 
healthy, we'll see you when we see you. 
Keep Painting,  

Marsha Owen 

IN THIS ISSUE  
1. NAWS Membership Show 
2. Day Trippin with NAWS 
3. May Demonstration 
4. Featured Teacher 
5. Awards Given to Members 
6. Tax Credit 
7. Workshop Update 
8. Traveling Artists 
9. Note from the Editor 
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CALENDAR OVERVIEW 
April meeting has been canceled – below is what 
was on the agenda: 

• based on email response to the nominations, 
present the final slate and hold election. 

• present the new Juried & Signature members 
certificates 

• ask Waterworks critique group to present at a later 
date. 

• “Program of Figure Drawing” by 4 of our own 
artists. 

• Try-It table of drawing materials after meeting.  

May Meeting & Luncheon- 5/15, 9 a.m. 

  We've set an earlier date for the May meeting in 
hopes of catching more of you before you leave the 
area.  

• Business part - hopefully short with a snap shot of 
where we stand now and a peek into the new "year" 
starting in September. 

• Voting in new officers and thank you to outgoing 
Board. 

• Zhen workshop students share their experience. 

• "Independents" (not in a critique group) show their 
latest work. 

• Program of Figure drawing by 4 of our own artists 
(if they are still available). 

• cancel Try-It table.  

• Door Prize drawings. 

• Salads & Dessert pot luck lunch. 

NAWS 2020 MEMBERHIP SHOW 
by Mary Ann Undrill nanaundrill@gmail.com 

On Monday night, March 16th, Jane Brothers 
and I, with great disappointment, closed the 
2020 NAWS exhibition three days early.  This, of 
course, was due to the Corona-virus pandemic. 

On a much brighter note, there were 128 entries 
from 53 artists of which 50 were juried in to the 
exhibit. Juror and judge was Barbara Nechis an 
international instructor and watercolor painter. 
The exhibition was received with wonderful 
reviews, both from the general public and from 

many members.  Some were quick to say it was 
the best ever.  Of course, this could not have 
been done without superb help from many 
members.  An extra “bravo” to Melissa 
Brammer who organized the gallery sitting 
calendar, calling ahead to remind people and 
took on extra hours herself when people were 
unable to come in.   

Now for the big reveal- who won the "CHOICE 
AWARD" 

PEOPLES CHOICE AWARD  

“Aspen Brilliance” by Marsha 

 

MEMBER’S CHOICE AWARD 

 “Tlaquepaque Chiminea” by Chrys Cordivin 

 

mailto:nanaundrill@gmail.com
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THE JUDGED AWARDS ARE ….. DRUM 
ROLL PLEASE 

BEST OF SHOW 

The Judy Skolvin Memorial Award for “Garden Party 
Girl” by Julie Ronning Talbot 

 

1st PLACE AWARD of Excellence 

“Tlaquepaque Chiminea” by Chrys Cordivin 

 

 

2nd. PLACE JUROR’S AWARD 

“NW Rhodies” by Kathi Barron 

 

3rd PLACE NAWS 2019 MEMORIAL 
AWARD. 

“Bird Watching” by Joyce Killebrew Barnette 

 

  



April/May NAWSletter 

4 | P a g e  
 

AWARD of DISTINCTION for 
INNOVATIVE WATERMEDIA 

“Mountain Stream” by Anita Belonger 

 

 

AWARD of DISTINCTION for Transparent 
watercolor 

“Sunny Trio” by Lynn Overend 

 

AWARD of DISTINCTION for Non-
Representational Subject 

“Stormy Afternoon” by Cindy Montgomery 

 

AWARD of DISTINCTION for 
Representational Subject 

“Rally” by Barbara Hagerman 
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SPECIAL CHALLENGE CATEGORY – 
“Transitions’ 

“Fall to Winter” by Nita Marlette 

    

 

Again, this year, the NAWS exhibition was in 
conjunction with the SAC members show. Both 
opened on First Friday with a large attendance. 
Overall, there were approximately 550 to 600 
viewers [considering the early closing]. There were 
four artists work sales. 

THE RECEPTION 

 

 

 

 

GALLERY SITTING
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NEWSPAPER COVERAGE 

 

DAY TRIPPIN WITH NAWS 
by Marsha Owen 

  On leap day, March 29th, 23 artists boarded a 
chartered mini bus to Phoenix. Did we pass around 
mimosas? No, we passed around sweet rolls and 
water. Pretty wild & crazy seniors!  

  We stopped at both the Heard and Phoenix Art 
Museums. Reportedly all enjoyed their visit, 
especially lunch on the patios. It was the kind of 
weather Phoenix can brag about. Our last stop was 
Arizona Art Supply - the store did very well that 
afternoon. We even got goodie bags of various 
supplies put together by member Lee Klose from 
brands she represents. Thank you Lee! 

  This was such a nice break from our routines. A 
chance to be inspired by great art and connect with 
our artist friends.  

 

 

 

MAY DEMONSTATION 
by Kathi Baron kathi_baron@msn.com 

NAWS Demo for MAY 15TH:  Figure Drawing into 
Painting 

People are fascinating!  As complicated as drawing 
them may seem, some simple tricks can lead to 
creating convincing figures in our watercolors.   

On MAY 15TH, NAWS members Kathi Baron, Marti 
McNamee, Janet Miller and Wendy Breeden will 
share their love of figure drawing by demonstrating 
how to measure proportions and angles, capture 
gestures, and create volume, as well as how they 
translate these skills into their paintings.  
Professional model Pash Galbavy (who runs Monday 
and Wednesday sessions at SAC and Waddell’s) will 
model (clothed) so members can practice drawing 
short and longer poses. 

To participate, bring a #2 pencil or vine charcoal, 
drawing pad with backing, and an eraser.  
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Check out Pash’s site at pash@artofpash.com for 
more info on the Monday/Wednesday sessions as 
well as samples from the week’s figure drawers. 

ANNOUCEMENTS 
 Volunteers are needed for the NASW, AWA, 

SAWC 2021 traveling juried show are needed.  
We are in the very early planning stages. 

 Calling All NAWS Artists Not in a Critique Group, 
many of you get missed in our Critique Group 
Show & Tell. We'll call you the Independents. 
Here's your chance to share your work with us. 
Bring one or two paintings for our last meeting 
of the "year". NAWS can conduct some business 
through an e-blast to the members. I'm 
projecting this virus will cause our April meeting 
cancelation as well. The status of that meeting 
will be decided (with your input) in an e-blast 
after Easter.  

 Bring Salads or Desserts in May - this last 
meeting of our "year" is a chance to have lunch 
together before we take our summer hiatus. Pot 
Lucks always seem to work out. Please bring a 
salad to share or a dessert. NAWS will have the 
drinks, plates and utensils. 

 Marsha is asking that if you have important news 
for the membership regarding your area of 
NAWS, that you compose a concise 
announcement and send it to Sue Johnson. Lisa 
will be sending the new slate of officers and 
action needed. Sue will collect them all 
into one e-blast and will send that out in a timely 
manner. She will not send out single notices 
unless extremely important. She does not edit, 
so don't ramble. 

 The website is being updated with new images 
of the 2020 Exhibition, including the award 
winners. Workshops may also be planning an 
update. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEATURED TEACHER 

By Penny Blazej pennyblazej@gmail.com 

This NAWSletter we are featuring our very own  
Cathy Stedman 
(pstedy2@gmail.com).  
She mainly teaches a 
Wednesday workshop at 
1:30 p.m. at the Sedona 
Community Center.  The 
tables fill up fast so it is 
best to get there a little 
after 1:00 p.m.  Cathy 
received a B.A. from the University of 
Wisconsin.  Before retiring she worked as a 

reading specialist 
in a class room for 
emotionally 
disturbed 
children.  Her 
passion for water 
color painting 
began in 1995.  
She is a Juried and 
Signature member 
of the NAWS and 
has studied with 
Grethen Lopez at 
the Sedona Art 
Center as well as 

many other artists.  Cathy has received 
numerous awards for her art and she is an 
excellent teacher. 

 

mailto:pash@artofpash.com
mailto:pennyblazej@gmail.com
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AWARDS GIVEN TO MEMBERS 

Scotti Ruhlman has been in the news lately. 

In February she won “Artist of the Month” at El 
Valle Artists Association for her painting 
“Codgitatin’”, which hangs in the Cottonwood 
Library for a month.  The Red Rock News chose 
to use another of Scotti’s paintings “What’s for 
Lunch?” with a full-page feature in The Scene on 
February 28th.  On March 4th, Kudos featured an 
article on Scotti as “Artist of the Month” and 
used a photo of Scotti and her winning painting 
plus two others.  Here is “Codgitatin’”, the 
winner. 

 

She also had her painting “Like Velvet” featured 
with the article on our NAWS Exhibition, in the 
March issue of Sedona Monthly.  However, her 
name was inadvertently omitted.  Here is the 
painting “Like Velvet”. 

 

TAX CREDIT 

by Mary Dove marydovesedona5@hotmail.com 

The Kids Tax Credit is designed so you can direct 
the use of your annual State Arizona Tax due to 
the school of your choice.  

 YOUR HELP KEEPS ART EDUCATION FULLY 
FUNDED IN OUR SCHOOL. 

 WE NEED YOUR TAX CREDIT CONTRIBUTION. 

 THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU CAN GIVE. 

For those new to this process any unused 
portion of your 2019 Tax Credit will carry 
forward to the next tax year until all funds are 
applied to your Arizona State Tax to be paid. 
Your tax preparer will keep up with the unused 
portion of your tax credit to be applied to future 
tax years.  

Those interested can fill out the Tax Credit form; 
at the bottom of the form you write in your 
selection from the High School portion above. 
The Art Teacher Tom Middlebrook is the 3rd 
High School selection from the top “Art 
(Ceramics, Photo & Other Art)”  with donations 
up to $200 for a single person and $400 for a 
couple; the mailing address to send your check 
and form or drop off location is on the form.  
For a copy of the form please contact me. 

The NAWS Student Art Show Jury Committee 
will jury 60 works of student art for the annual 
Camp Verde High School Student Art Show on 
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March 4 with a 1st place award of $100 and 2nd 
place award of $75. 

WORKSHOPS UPDATE 

LIAN ZHEN WORSHOP RESCHULED  

Hello fellow artists signed up for the Lian Zhen 
Workshop, 

We have canceled the May workshop due to the 
health concerns related to the coronavirus. 

We're happy we were able to reschedule the 
workshop with Lian Zhen to October 12, 13, 14, 15. 
2020.  So, we will still have a chance to learn with 
him this year.    

Please check your calendars and let me know 
whether you can take the workshop in October.  If 
you can, your $50 deposit will transfer to the 
October workshop.  The total amount will be due 
September 12th.  Also, let me know if you aren't able 
to take the workshop in October and you will receive 
a refund of your deposit.   

Those members who planned to use $200 from the 
drawing, towards a workshop can use this 
this amount towards the October workshop.  If you 
aren't able to attend in October you can use the 
$200 towards a future workshop in 2021. 

Please, everyone respond 
to megmbeauchamp@gmail.com.. Tell her whether 
or not you can attend the October workshop.  This 
will help ensure everyone received the cancellation 
notice.  If the October Lian Zhen workshop is not full 
on April 1, 2020, we will open it to other members.   

Thanks for your cooperation.  Please stay healthy 
during these trying times.  

Meg Beauchamp, Marti McNamee 

NAWS Workshop Co-chairs 

EMMELINE LU 

A Note from the teacher: 

Hi Barbara & artists,  

It has been such fun learning and painting 
experience with Barbara and meeting you all... such 
awesome group and talented artists. I am fortunate 
to have joined this workshop. 

Moments captured for your keep for our wonderful 
time together... 

Em 

 

BARBARA NECHIS 

The NAWS Barbara Nechis workshop in March 2020 
was very successful.  One attendee's response to our 
question "What did you like about the 
instructor" said it all so well:  "Her energy, her 
simplicity, her smiling and great personality, her 
knowledge and her kindness to share equally with 
everyone". 

Many of the attendees commented that she opened 
our minds to totally new and out of the ordinary 
ideas and stretched our comfort zone.  One example 
was painting without a reference; using our 
imagination.  

We are so happy to have completed this workshop in 
the last week before the coronavirus situation might 
have required cancellation. 

mailto:megmbeauchamp@gmail.com
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TRAVELING ARTISTS 

Cuenca, ECUADOR 

by Sandy Peck 

I n February, I went to Cuenca, Ecuador to attend a 
watercolor journaling workshop taught by Winnie 
Givot of Sisters, Oregon.  The workshop was 
coordinated by Salinara Sicily, and Adriano the 
owner was also in attendance, as he is a watercolor 

artist in addition to owning the 
business.  He coordinates many 
workshops, mainly at his farm 
in Sicily, but also in other 
locations around the world.  In 
addition to traveling around to 
various locations and painting, 
Winnie had us do what she 

called a calendar at the front of the journal.  The 
page, which in my journal was one sixth of a full 
sheet of watercolor paper, was divided into 6 equal 
rectangles.  Most of the people in the workshop 
wrote on their calendar pages, but I preferred to 
paint little pictures describing the events of the 
day.  Here are pictures of my calendar pages, 
starting with my flight to Ecuador on January 28, 
including my cruise to the Galapagos Islands, 2 days 
in Quito, and the workshop days. 

 

Curacao, CARIBBEAN 

by Penny Blazej 

What a wonderful 10 day trip to the Dutch island of 
Curacao, 46 miles off the coast of Venezuela.  
Drawing and painting from our deck and on various 
beaches in-between warm water snorkeling.  I did a 

lot of pencil and watercolor 
sketches. These are just a few.  Also did some small 
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paintings from our condo deck overlooking a blue 
lagoon while drinking wonderful mango cocktails.  It 
is a hard life - but someone has to live it!   

 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
by Penny Blazej pennyblazej@gmail.com 

Hello artists!  

First of all, I hope you and your families are doing 
well in these uncertain times.  Since we are all in 
isolation enjoying extra time at home, this 
NAWSletter is an excellent way to stay connected 
with your fellow artists.  I did not receive any tips for 
artists so that section was dropped for this issue.  I 
know many of you have some excellent tips so 
please email them directly to me 
pennyblazej@gmail.com.   

Also, the new membership section was dropped 
because of the change in who is heading up this task.  
Hopefully, this will return in the next issue.  New in 
this issue is a “Featured Teacher” section – we would 
like to feature a teacher in every issue.  If you know 
of someone who teaches, please let me know.  I 
would like to attend their next class so I can take 
photos, get some history on their art and teaching 
experience.  

Remember this is YOUR newsletter so I would like to 
receive input directly from you.  Keep safe and enjoy 
this extra time at home to do some painting. 

 

 

mailto:pennyblazej@gmail.com

