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                                                                FALL 2021 ISSUE 

      The Northern Arizona Watercolor Society 

(NAWS) meets 9 to noon at the Methodist Church, 

110 Indian Cliffs Road in Sedona, AZ; usually the 4th 

Friday of the month. For specific dates go our 

website: https://www.naws-az.org.  The website 

also lists our Board Members with their contact 

information.  NAWS MEETING DATES 2021/22 

currently are: 9/24, 10/29, 11/19, 12/17, 1/28 

February 25th, March 25th, April 22nd and May 20th.  

Mark your calendars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

Dear NAWS Members, 
     NAWS is beginning its 26th year!  We were 
started by an ambitious bunch of painters who 
were in their 50’s & 60’s. This core group served 
in every capacity and they built the membership 
up to a high of 244 in 2002. 

     As you can imagine, times were different in 
the 90’s/early 2000’s 
for families and 
women in particular. 
Starting a watercolor 
society (that meets 
on a Friday morning 
by the way) and 
holding it to a high 
standard, was a 
personal and 
professional 
accomplishment for 

this group. They are in their 80’s now. So far 
we’ve been able to carry on in good style. Can 
new ideas coming out of the pandemic about 
work and personal life be to our advantage? 
How do we reach a new audience interested in 
pursuing painting….by Social media? Demos? 
Flyers? I need your ideas on how to spread the 
word. 
     Another issue I’m worried about is the lack of 
art support from a supposed “art town” called 
Sedona. SAC has cut back the availability of its 
“community gallery” by the art community. And 
soon they will lose that back dirt parking lot. 
Help us find venues for small or large shows. If 
artists have a place to show their work, they’ll 
have another motivation to paint. Is virtual the 
way to go? Then who makes that happen? 
Framing is another question. Where do you get 
your art framed? I’ll add a resource section to 
the website. Write me. 
     We have a lot going for us at NAWS and 
there’s a lot more we can do. Lend us a hand.     

     Marsha Owen  

2020/21 NAWS Board 

 President: Marsha 

Owen: nawspres@gmail.com 

 Membership: Becki 

Jensen: nawsmembership20.21@gmail.com 

 Workshops: Pat Scott: patbscott@msn.com 

 Programs: Meg B 

 Exhibitions: Mike 

Trelson: mikeymd2@msn.com 
 

2020/21 NAWS Committee Chairs 

 Critique Groups: Jane Mulrooney 

 DVD Library: Elaine Bomkamp 

 Newsletter: Penny Blazej 

 Special Recognition: Carolyn Carsula 

 Website: Kira Brooks Design 

 

 

https://www.naws-az.org/
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LEND US A HAND 

NAWS does not lack for ideas, it’s the artist 
power we need. NAWS is worth it, let’s reach 
out! Please help us in these areas: Write to me, 
Marsha Owen with questions and your desire 
to help h2owencolor@gmail.com. 

Secretary Needed 

We need someone to take some BRIEF notes 
during the business part of our meetings. You 
would join us as a Board member and do your 
best to keep track of the action there. Board 
meetings are about 4 times a year.  

Publicity Team 

One person for print media: send meeting and 
Exhibition notices to a few local publications & 
KNAU. Try to get a short article published.  

One person for Social Media: If you’re a Face 
Book fan, we need you to promote NAWS as an 
organization and our events every so often. 
Many of us will be able to send you photos. 

Nominations  

We need someone who has been with NAWS 
awhile and can help find people to fill Board 
vacancies. Descriptions of the various Board 
positions are available. 

Sedona Library Show coordinator 

If you stop in the library anyway, please help 
arrange a one month showing of our member’s 
work each year. You need to get the dates and 
let members know via the newsletter and a 
reminder at a meeting. You’d need to be there 
to direct Take-In and Take-Down.  

Charitable Outreach 

If you’re one who likes to help people, we need 
your practical ideas and follow-through, to 
reach out to those who could benefit from 
community work through NAWS. Is it working 
with seniors and watercolor? Young people and 
watercolor? Perhaps organizing pet portraits to 
auction off for a humane society? Saving Open 
Space?... Anything to involve us in the greater 
community….(it’s part of our charter). 

A Meet & Greet Opportunity 

Membership needs a friendly person familiar 
with NAWS to greet new people and show them 
around before the meeting. You would take 
their contact information if they are interested 
in joining. This position frees up our chair- 
Becky, to deal with Members questions before 
the meeting starts.  Please let Becky know you 
can help her out by writing to her 
at: rebeccajensen919@gmail.com 

BREAKING GLASS 

By Marsha Owen 

  This announcement jumped out in the new 
issue of Watercolor Artist because NAWS was 
ahead of the curve on framing for our 
exhibitions.  

  “Ten nationally known watercolor artists are 
now on the forefront of developing modern 
techniques for presenting watercolor paintings 
in a permanent fashion, without the glazing that 
is common to watercolor.” Among the artists 

mailto:h2owencolor@gmail.com
mailto:rebeccajensen919@gmail.com
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featured in this exhibition in New York are Ian 
Stewart and Michael Holter. 

   Mark Golden CEO of Golden Artists Colors 
says: “Aptly titled Breaking Glass, the show is 
about removing glass as a barrier to the viewer 
as well as breaking the glass ceiling of arbitrary 
values placed on a medium and not on the work 
itself. We continue to devalue the work of many 
incredibly talented artists because they have 
chosen the medium of watercolor. We have 
created a devalued market for their work, not 
based on aesthetics or merit, but on the fact 
that the work is created in paper and exhibited 
behind glass. We hope this show will shed light 
on a topic needing much further discussion and 
changes in the future.” The show runs Sept. 7 – 
Oct. 2. See it at: thepaintingcenter.org. 

 

MEMBERBSHIP CORNER        
By Becki Jenson 
     Our Member Services Team for 2021-2022 
includes: Becki Jensen, Sandie Wright, Linda 
Slater and Penny Blazej.  Why four members?  It 
took all of us to replace Sue Johnson!  
Many thanks Sue for your volunteer service to 
the NAWS membership.    
     Penny Blazej does an excellent job as 
publisher and editor of the NAWS Newsletter.  
You will see her at our meetings, talking to 
members and taking pictures for her next issue.  

Linda Slater as our Treasurer, keeps track of 
membership dues and supports the team with 
accurate information. Sandie Wright works to 
produce the directory and help with member 
communication.  Becki Jensen represents 
Membership on the NAWS Board and maintains 
the NAWS e-mail list. You can find Sandie and 
Becki hosting the Membership Table at our 
meetings.  Please remember to sign in and say 
Hi! 
Membership Directory 2021-2022    
     Formatting and printing the NAWS directory 
has become more difficult in recent years. A 
secure on-line directory is easier to update and 
handy for members. The NAWS membership 21-
22 directory will be on-line in May. You will 
receive the password via e-mail blast for 
member only access to this secure site.  
 

VAN GOGH EXHIBIT IN SCOTTSDALE 

By Penny Blazej 

Follow artists, I was able to attend the 
Immersion Van Gogh Exhibit in Scottsdale and it 
certainly was not a disappointment.  You enter 
into a large room where you sit on the floor 
(chairs can be requested for the handicapped) 
and watch one of the most incredible display of 
larger than life size video of Van Gogh’s work.  
The off peak tickets are $39.99 and the show 
goes through Nov. 28th at 4301 N. Scottsdale 
Road, Scottsdale, AZ.  For more information go 
to their website vangoghphx.com.  If you want a 
great lunch in the area go to Zinc Bristo about 
10 minutes away from the exhibit.    

 

http://thepaintingcenter.org/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 Grand Canyon Celebration of Art, Sept. 

3, 2021 - Jan. 17, 2022.  Plein Air at 

Verkamp’s Visitor Center- Friday Sept. 

17, 3 pm - 6 pm, Exhibition & Sale of 25 

juried artists work at Kolb Studio Sept. 

19 - Jan. 17.  For more information go to 

grandcanyon.org/events/celebration-of-

art/ 

 Gallery Opportunity.  Are you ready to 
start showing and selling your paintings? 
The Jerome Artists Cooperative Gallery, 
is looking for wall artists. They have 
openings for between 10 - 15 new 
artists. This opportunity is unusual, the 
pandemic caused many to quit. Go to 
their website to see their application 

process,  https://jeromecoop.com/ . 
 Sedona Open Studio Tour October 29-

31.  The Sedona Visual Artists’ Coalition 

is excited to announce that our Fall Open 

Studios Tour is coming up on Oct. 29-31! 

Don’t miss the chance to visit with 

approximately 45 working artists in their 

private studios, gain insight into their 

creative process, purchase unique works 

of art, and enjoy the stunning autumn 

scenery of the Verde Valley. Be sure to 

enter our studio-wide drawing for a $250 

gift certificate to be used with any 

participating artist! Simply complete a 

form at any studio on the Tour.   Visit 

https://sedonaartistscoalition.org/os.ht

ml to learn more! 

 Best Critique Ever!  Check out this juror’s 

narration of the 2021 National 

Watercolor Society’s Member Exhibition. 

Not only will you see amazing paintings, 

you’ll hear in detail, why they were 

chosen from juror Mat Barber Kennedy. 

http://grandcanyon.org/events/celebration-of-art/
http://grandcanyon.org/events/celebration-of-art/
https://jeromecoop.com/
https://sedonaartistscoalition.org/os.html
https://sedonaartistscoalition.org/os.html
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Click on 

https://nationalwatercolorsociety.org/ 

and go to the middle of the Home page 

to the ad for the show where it says 

“Click HERE”.  It is nice to be able to 

pause and examine the paintings.  Get 

inspired and have fun! 

 Karel and John Armstrong offer 

Thursday watercolor classes in Flagstaff. 

For beginners and intermediates at the 

Visible Difference store on Beaver Street, 

10 am to 2 pm.  For more information 

call Karel at 928-774-3349.  

 New Positions.  Julie Tabot will be one of 

the artists in SVAC's Open Studios at the 

end of October and she is also on the 

Board of the Sedona Arts Festival at the 

High School starting mid-October. 
 Rae Brown. Rae Brown had a bad fall at 

home & fractured her pelvic bone.  She 

will be bed-ridden for 3 months. She 

would appreciate get-well cards.  Her 

address is 380 Barcelona Road, Sedona, 

AZ 86336.  For more information contact 

Suzi Ludvigson. 

 

ARTIST THAT INSPIRES ME 
By Mary Ann Undrill 

     Georgia O’Keefe is the artist I choose as the 

one who inspires me. However there are many, 

many others who fall in the same category of 

personal inspiration. 

     I would love to have spent an hour or two 

chatting with Georgia sitting on the dock at 

Wiawaka Holiday House, the woman’s artist 

retreat on Lake George NY. 

     When tiring of the Stieglitz’s family dynamics 

at their summer house on the other side of the 

lake Georgia would row across the lake to 

Wiawaka, which opened in 1903 ( see historical 

link below). Many years ago I had several 

overnight visits to Wiawaka when living just an 

hour drive away.  

     Georgia’s paintings always draw me in, 

holding my attention and have me wondering 

what she was thinking while mastering the 

beautiful, intriguing shapes and colors in their 

simplest form. Light, I have read, was most 

important in her work. Georgia was known as 

the first woman of modernism. A strong 

independent human challenged to overcome 

some deep personal sadness.  

     I admire immensely Georgia’s strength and 

independence as she navigated the world of art. 

I particularly love her Lake George paintings. 

 
 

30th ANNUAL SEDONA ARTS FESTIVAL 
By Lori Reihard 

     Held against the backdrop of Sedona's 

breathtaking red rock vistas, the Sedona Arts 

Festival will present its 30th annual fine arts 

festival on Saturday, Oct 9 and Sunday, Oct 10, 

2021. Attracting artists from across the country, 

this renowned festival will showcase a diverse 

line up of over 100 juried artists as well as live 

music, food and libations.   

     The Sedona Arts Festival promotes awareness 

of the arts, supports artists, and builds 

community in the greater Sedona area. 

Financially supporting art programs in the 

community and providing college scholarships 

https://nationalwatercolorsociety.org/


 

 

Page | 6  

 

FALL NAWSLETTER 2021      

for area students is key to their mission. The 

Sedona Arts Festival is the oldest and largest 

arts festival in the greater Sedona area.       

     Established as a grassroots arts organization 

in 1989, the Sedona Arts Festival was created to 

provide effective support and promotion of 

Sedona as a leading community in the cultural 

arts of the Southwestern United States.  

     It has evolved into an organization known for 

conducting an annual arts festival which is 

known for its quality of art with the dramatic 

red rocks of Sedona as its backdrop. It has 

successfully grown into one of the finest art 

festivals of its size in the nation, exhibiting the 

work of over 100 artists in 11 different artistic 

mediums to a diverse audience. An integral 

aspect of the Sedona Arts Festival that has 

remained constant through the years has been 

its philanthropic outreach in the community. 

Since its inception, the Sedona Arts Festival has 

funded nearly $350,000 to art programs and 

scholarships. Schools, parks, art camps, and 

publications have all been the recipients of 

funding provided by the Sedona Arts Festival. 

  

Lori A Reinhart 

Executive Director, (928) 204-9456 

 

30th annual Sedona Arts Festival 

October 9 and 10, 2021 

Sedona Red Rock High School 

995 Upper Red Rock Loop Road 

Saturday – 9 am to 5 pm 

Sunday – 10 am to 4 pm 

Admission: $15 (includes both days and a raffle 

ticket) 

Children 12 and under are free 

Tickets available online and at the gate 

 Tickets and 

information:  www.SedonaArtsFestival.org 

  

FOUR FABULOUS WORKSHOPS   
By Pat Scott      

     All of the 2021/2022 Workshops are online 
now and I would love to direct attention to 
them.  Please go to our NAWS website for 
workshop information.  

Four Fabulous Workshops from NAWS 

1. Carl Dalio - “Watercolor Dynamics”  
October 19 - 22, 2021 
“Learn to create powerhouse 
watercolors using your own photo 
reference” - Carl 

2. Dan Wiemer - “Creating Pathways For 
The Eye”   
January 18, 19 & 20, 2022  
Learn concepts that allow you to find the 
abstract shapes in your scenes” - Dan 

3. Brenda Swenson - “Negative Painting 
with Watercolor” 
March 7 - 10, 2022 
“Discover the exciting techniques of 
painting around a subject” - Brenda 

4. Michael Holter - "Watercolor 
Impressionism - Faces & Places” 
May 3 - 6, 2022 
"I welcome novice and advanced 
students and will tailor the workshop 
experience to individual needs.” - 
Michael 

  

     A note from one of our wonderful workshop 
teachers Yvonne Joyner:   Hello artists!  It was 

http://www.sedonaartsfestival.org/
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such a pleasure meeting all of you and enjoying 
your gorgeous surroundings in Sedona!  As I 
hiked on Saturday before heading home, I 
couldn’t help but think of our class on skies and 
landscapes.  I hope you enjoyed the adventure 
in creativity and that each of you will continue 
your painting journey with JOY!!  If you’d like to 
stay in touch, go to my website and sign up for 
my newsletters.  Thanks again for the privilege 
of sharing time & painting experiences with you. 

NAWS WATERMEDIA EXHIBITION 

By Mike Trulson  

     Welcome back 
artists, hope you've had 
a healthy, artistically 
productive summer. The 
past year has been a 
challenge for us all and 
unfortunately if the 

current trend continues the 2022 year will be 
much the same. As of now we have two 
exhibitions planned for next year. The annual 
spring show will be virtual as it was last year, 
due to the fact that we could not secure the 
special exhibition space (barn) at the Sedona 
Art Center, and if the current COVID Pandemic 
situation continues to escalate that may have 
been our only option anyway.  You will find the 
Prospectus on the NAWS website. 

    The second exhibition is scheduled for the 
fall, at the Art Center, where it has been held in 
the past. The dates are the last week of Sept. 
through the first week in Oct. That prospectus 
will be published closer to the actual date, 
probably following the spring show. This will 
allow for changes in case health concerns 
prevent public gathering again.  See you all 
very soon. 

 

 

 JUST FOR LAUGHS  

     Numerous psychological studies have shown 
that laughter decreases anxiety and depression. 
It also increases creativity. Below are just some 
items that tickled my funny bone.  Keep 
laughing my friends! 
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

 

     Hello artists!  Thank all of you that 
contributed to this NAWSletter.  Please 
continue to send your input to me at: 
pennyblazej@gmail.com.  You’ll make my 
editing job a lot easier if you develop your 
article in MicroSoft Word using Calibri (Body) 12 
font.  I can then import the articles easily.  
Please send photos of your paintings with their 
“stories” – after all we are “visual folks.  If you 
have a favorite gallery or artist you want me to 
feature please send me a written article with 
photos. 

 HAPPY FALL HOLIDAYS TO YOU AND 
YOURS!   

 

mailto:pennyblazej@gmail.com

